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POINT OF REFERENCE 


The information contained in this report Is based 

on a subjective analysis of the nature of vandalism, 
Whiie presenting a profile of this serious community 
concern, this report does not deal with resolving 
the problem. This interim presentation is meant to 
act as a catalyst from which the community can 
respond and become actively involved in finding 


resolutions. 


The Committee on Vandalism wishes to extend its 
thanks to the Hamilton-Wentworth Regional Police 
Department and Acting Sergent T. Sullivan in par- 
ticular, for their assistance in providing 


statistical information for this Interim Report. 
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PURPOSE OF THE COMMITTEE ON VANDALISM 


The purpose for the committee was to include the examination of the 
problems and factors influencing the incidence of vandalism imethe Res 
gional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth. After an examination of the 
problems of vandalism, the exploration of various alternatives to deal 


with this serious social problem will be documented by the committee. 


HISTORY OF THE COMMITTEE ON VANDALISM 


Since May, 1977 the committee has collected a substantial number of books 
and articles written on the topic of vandalism, An annotated bibliography 


is included with the full report, 


Members of the committee travelled to other communities to collect in- 
formation on efforts and programs being conducted to deal with the 


problem of vandalism. 


With the assistance of the Hamilton-Wentworth Regional Police Department 
a statistical survey of reported incidents of vandalism during a twelve- 


month period was conducted, 


The committee agreed to co-sponsor a Canada Works porject Gl eel Be 6 tg 


which has developed community-based programs for youth, in two areas of 


the city. 


Digitized by the Internet wer 
in 2023 with funding from 
Hamilton Public Library, 
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DEFINITION OF VANDALISM 


After a great deal of thought and discussion tne Committee on Vandalism 
adopted the following definition of vandalism which was developed by the 


Mississauga Task Force on Vandalism (June, 1976): 


The wilful or malicious destruction, Injury, dis- 
figurement or defacement of any public or private 
property real or personal, without the consent of 
the owner or person having control of the property 


In question. 


The Committee on Vandalism, while adopting the Mississauga Task Force 


definition, also defines vandalism as a community-based problem. 


COMMON MISCONCEPTIONS ABOUT VANDALISM 


1. Yandalism Is A Youth=Related Crime. (7?) 


ACCORDING TO THE POLICE STUDY A MAJORITY (64%) OF THE APPREHENDED 
VANDALS WERE AGE 16 AND OVER. NINETEEN PERCENT (19%) OF VANDALS 


WERE AGED 22 AND OVER. 


2. Vandalism Is A Lower Class Crime. (7?) 


PARTICIPATION IN ACTS OF VANDALISM CROSSES ALL SOCIO-ECONOMIC BACK- 


GROUNDS AND HAS NOT PROVEN TO BE LIMITED TO ONE SOCIO-ECONOMIC GROUP, 
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3. Vandalism {s A Group Activity. (7?) 


IN THE 25% OF THE TOTAL INCIDENTS {N WH{CH SUSPECTS WERE SEEN THE 


POLICE STATISTICS INDICATE THAT 59% APPEARED TO INVOLVE ONLY ONE 
PERSON, 


4. Vandalism Is A "'No Reason Crime!, (7?) 


BASED ON THE WORK OF THE COMMITTEE IT HAS BEEN CONCLUDED THAT THERE 


ARE NUMEROUS CAUSAL FACTORS RELATED TO ACTS OF VANDALISM. 


5. Vandalism Is Alcohol and Drug Related. (7) 


ONLY 2% OF THE APPREHENDED VANDALS WERE JUDGED TO BE UNDER THE 


EFFECTS OF MOOD-ALTERING SUBSTANCES, HOWEVER, OFFICERS ARE NOT RE- 


QUIRED TO INDICATE THE CONDITION OF THE SUBJECT IN THEIR REPORT AND 


MANY, THEREFORE, DO NOT. 


CAUSES OF VANDALISM 


The committee not only utilized written articles and books as a reference 


from which to articulate causes of vandalism but also obtained the 
opinions of various professionals who work in the Hami] ton-Wentworth 
community. Statements on causes of vandalism were obtained from Mrs. 
Mary Blum, Director of the Child and Adolescent Services; from Judge 
David Steinberg and Judge John Van Duzer who preside in the Unified 

c 


Family Court; and from a report written by Mr. E, A. Hutton, Director 


of Education for the Board of Education for the City of Hamilton. 


i “b= 
: [Oy a® or Ws 


INT WaaR BAI 2TIIae or uf vey ahi T 40 X88 3 
B40 YANO To piitidnl At WSAAIIIA VEZ bit TASIGMY ater tH ate 39 


ay 
- 


UW) ents vieete 7 lh 


SRSUT TAHT WIC IMOI MAIN SAN Th er a. nny 3 2 
He) JAI 2TDA OT CATANIA éaaraN ia aaa MA 


~~ 


ie -botoloa eund bre lolol el meiebiat 


STUSSY 29 OT GSdGUL JiaW Z4KGHAY UAOHAHEANSA. SHY 40 X05 % 
“STA BA) RABVIAAG ,HeVSWNY ... 2soMATeave ait ATTA OM 0 272: 
tt, THORN RUSH WE Fabbaue any 30 WolT}aNOd SHT STlatonk oT éoMntp 

| TON OG, 27073RHT VAAN 


Hel JAGMAY 40 e3ebaa 


Sorinvics 6 ze etood biA sofofine nesting bast fitsu ving: jon (aed a ies nee 
at? beAtsido uzl= dud mgd febasy jo 202ue> sib luoiingyea fi 
Asawi nono Miuelt ofd al anew ote sTehcimisecrns cvoinay' Ya 
(2H mort beniesde piew meliabiexst6 Ro@nAD AO esnonoaate:. 
upbol wort “seeatyued Shoaeatobs bas bLi4d ata ~ ere ‘ait 
boltiaw ond aj chiang ori wah naV ndob tek: ong fan 
fos2eti ynossuH-.A 3 Wt yd madd twats 6 mo) se ; ue Jy 
nos htieti a eto ea act welisoubs Fo aa os 


3 
2 
~ “te 


ee ee ee Oe eee 


cay 


CAUSES OF VANDALISM 


Causes of vandalism can be directly associated with a lack of responsibility by 
the individual to the community and a lack of responsibility by the community 
to the individual, 


Realizing this is a very broad statement the Committee on Vandalism wishes to 
further delineate this statement through the following points. It must be 
noted that the following points do not represent an exhaustive approach, but 
rather represent the primary causes as Identified by this committee. No parti- 
cular order or ranking have been assigned to the following points. 


ANGER AND FRUSTRATION: 


- Growing anonymity in urban society. 

- Failure to meet expectations - i.e., personal, societal, professional, 
educational, peer group. 

- Drug and alcohol related incidents. 


GENERAL ACCEPTANCE AS A WAY OF LIFE: 

- Intimidation (fear of retaliation). 

- Lack of consequences to both the victim and the vandal due to an attitude 
that "insurance companies, or government, will take care of it". 

- Lack of visible consequences to both the victim and the vandal within the 
judicial process. 

- Peer group acceptance and status. 


GROUP PRESSURE: 


- Group mores - i.e., football games, conventions, social activities. 
- Lack of direction in using one's leisure time constructively or creatively. 


LESSENING OF PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITY: 


- Lack of instilled responsibility and respect for other's property. 
- Lack of parenting skills. 

- Change in parental role. 

- Family disorganized due to situation. 


LACK OF VALUE FOR PROPERTY OF OTHERS: 


- Lack of personal conscience. 

- An attitude of ''so long as it is not mine, | am not terribly concerned. 
- An attitude that "someone else (insurance companies) will take care of it!!. 
- Lack of instilled responsibility/respect. 


DAMAGE BY INTENT: 
= Social protest 
- Racism 

- Retaliation 


TOWN PLANNING: 


° f.e., high density, depersonal ized nel ghbourhoods. 
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NEXT STEPS FOR THE COMMITTEE ON VANDALISM 


In recognition of the fact that this report represents the completion of 
the research phase the Committee on Vandalism is proposing several next 


steps which exemplify the direction in which the committee is heading. 


The Committee on Vandalism is providing a general statement as the mem 
bers view their role as one of facilitation not problem-solving. With 


this in mind the committee has adopted the following action steps: 


1. Develop public education programs based on the work of the committee, 


to date, The committee perceives three main components in this step: 


(a) gather and/or design materials for public distribution; 


(b) present the work of the committee to the public through the 


media and public presentations; 


(c) seek out, encourage and assist existing and emerging groups to 


deal with the vandalism probiem in their community. 


2. Select appropriate target groups fro whom programs could be designed 


based on the findings contained in the police study. 


3, Examine existing programs, committees, and projects dealing with the 
problem of vandalism placing a priority on local programs (those In 


. existence in the Regional Municipality of Hamil ton-Wentworth) . 
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4, Re-evaluate committee membership based on the tesks at hand and to 


expand membership as ddemed appropriate. 
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Any individuals wishing information may contact the Chairman, Mr. 


Mitchell at 383-2139 or Donna Berman at 522-1148, 
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